
Tech gadgeTs for modern living

techgadgets
we think are cool (and fun).

By: Tamara Chuang

Technology has always had 
a place in the modern home. 
architects and interior 
designers love to experiment 
with what’s new, and gravitate 
toward products that are both 
beautiful and useful. Back in the 
1950s, Joseph eichler and his 
now-beloved houses included 
modern-day conveniences 
such as built-in dishwashers, 
Thermador ovens and garbage 
disposals. charles and ray 
eames, who combined art and 
science to push new designs, 
even created a gadget of their 
own, a solar-powered toy.

While the computer industry 
took decades to unveil graceful 
and gorgeous machines, good 
design infiltrated the tech 
world as geeky developers 
learned that products need 
more than utility to fit in. apple, 
for one, manages to wow the 
techy masses yearly with an 
innovative yet still stylish 
device, while other companies 
release enough products to fill 
hundreds of tech blogs daily. 
in this new world of beautiful 
tech, everyone goes home 
happy.

LISTEN UP – Everybody loved, loved, loved Aliph’s first wireless headset, the 
Jawbone, which gave new meaning to Bluetooth technology. Four years later, 
Aliph finally breaks out its first non-headset gadget, a speaker conceived by 
industrial designer Yves Behar. This tiny handheld streams audio from any 
Bluetooth device up to 33 feet, acts as a speakerphone to make your conference 
calls slightly more enjoyable, and has with an amazing range of sound - “as 
wide as the human ear itself,” says the company. With the ability to update its 
software, the Jambox promises to look and sound good long enough for you to 
get attached. 

+jawbone.com, $199

TICK-TOCK TECH
Remember Clocky, the alarm clock on 
wheels? Now there’s Tocky, its tech-
minded, freewheeling sibling. The 
clever little ticker rolls around until you 
manage to catch it and turn it off. Don’t 
worry - it can withstand a 3-foot drop off 
the nightstand. It also stores MP3s or 
personal recordings, thanks to a built-in 
microphone, so you can wake 
up to your sweetie’s voice.

+clocky.net, $69
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STAND UP – Laptop stands are usually too bulky to travel well - unless they fold up flat and 
can be packed unnoticed in a laptop bag. That’s what the design team from AViiQ achieved 
with the portable laptop stand. Folded, it’s a mere 1/4-inch thick and 5.25 oz. 

+aviiq.com, $79.95

STYLISH WIRELESS
Great audio is never associated with wireless 
speakers. The Libratone Beat wireless speaker 
is out to prove it just ain’t so. The speaker, 
clothed in cashmere wool with a Scandinavian-
design aesthetic, boasts ribbon tweeters, which 
are usually found only in high-end speakers. 
A small transmitter plug for iPods, iPads and 
laptops sends music to the speaker when you 
walk within its range. It quiets down when you 
leave the room. It also works by wiring it up the 
traditional method, but what fun is that? 

+libratone.com/beat, around £500.

HI-FI HDTV
Getting sweet cinematic sound from a TV 
usually means installing wires and clunky 
speakers. Skip the mess with the Bose 
VideoWave, a 46-inch HDTV touting invisible 
speakers. Sixteen speakers hide inside the 
TV’s frame and produce that 5.1 surround 
sound. To keep things tidy, a lone cable 
connects the TV to a sleek console where 
five HD devices can be attached. A simple 
remote morphs into a universal controller 
by interacting with pop-up commands on 
TV. And at 6 inches thick, the TV can be 
mounted to the wall. 

+bose.com, $5,349

POWER PLAY
Belkin’s Conserve power line is not only a 
smart way to control your gadgets, it’s smart 
looking, picking up a few awards from the 
Industrial Designers Society of America. 
The Conserve Smart AV looks like any other 
trendy power strip. But inside, the surge 
protector’s brain knows when the TV is turned 
off. It then powers down unused home-
theater electronics, thus eliminating stand-by 
power suckage. Ditto the Conserve Socket, 
a sprightly outlet that turns off any device 
plugged into it after 30 minutes, 3 hours or 6 
hours. Your choice.

+belkin.com, $9.99 to $29.99
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MUSIC IN THE AIR
Orb Networks wants to detach people from 
their iPods and computers and help them 
enjoy their music in any room in the house. 
With the Orb MP-1, Orb may put some full-
house systems out of business. The small, 
round Orb MP-1 connects to any speaker - 
including a portable boom box - and pipes in 
music stored on computers in other rooms, 
favorite music web sites and Sirius Satellite 
Radio. Orb software handles the music 
gathering, while you control where and what 
to listen to using an iPhone or Android phone. 

+orb.com, $69

GERMAPHOBES, REJOICE! 
Someone heard you shudder 
when you discovered you left your 
cell phone in the bathroom. The 
VIOlight UV Cell Phone Sanitizer 
cleans all that invisible grime in 
three minutes using a dose of pure 
ultraviolet light. While you’re at it, 
drop your headset, MP3 player and 
ear buds in the can too.

+cellphone.violight.com, $49.99

DOCK IT
Does the world need another iPod 
speaker system? Most definitely, 
if it looks like the Audyssey Audio 
Dock: South of Market Edition. 
Equipped with four speakers 
(two woofers, two tweeters), the 
system includes Bluetooth to turn 
Skype or Bluetooth mobile calls 
into high-fidelity conversations. 
And it doubles as a computer 
speaker. Bonus: the tall, slim 
profile, with speaker grids 
straddling the iPod, leaves plenty 
of desk space for more gadgets. 

+audyssey.com/southofmarket, $399

SMARTER SCALE
Don’t blame the messenger. But you can 
now get your bathroom scale to pull its own 
weight. The Withings Internet scale not only 
looks thin with its tempered glass design, 
but it’ll track weight, fat and body mass. It 
uses Wi-Fi to automatically update accounts 
online. And you can check in any time using, 
what else, an iPhone app. Now available in 
white. 

+withings.com, $159

SIMPLE THUMB
USB storage drives come in thousands of 
shapes, sizes and craziness. But they turn 
into modern art when touched by a company 
like LaCie. The storage maker has teamed 
with designers Karim Rashid and Philippe 
Starck in the past, so no wonder we love the 
results of its collaboration with 5.5 Designers. 
From the minimalist CooKey and WhizKey to 
the teeny MosKeyTo, portable storage never 
looked better. 

+lacie.com, $17.99 and up
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JUICE IT UP
Extra juice for your iPhone is a 
must - but who wants to add a 
dongle and extra weight? Mophie, 
makers of one of the early iPhone 
battery packs, has shaved off the 
heft so you won’t even notice 
the extra battery attached to the 
iPhone 4. Except when it comes 
to usage, of course. The Mophie 
Juice Pack Air pretty much 
doubles battery life. 

+mophie.com, $79.95

SKETCH PAD
The red frame and two white knobs put 
a familiar spin on the ubiquitous Apple 
iPad. But the Etch-A-Sketch cover from 
Headcase isn’t just a pretty picture. 
It’s durable, made of impact-resistant 
ABS plastic, the same material used in 
motorcycle helmets and police riot gear. 
And strategically placed vents ensure the 
iPad doesn’t overheat. 

+getaheadcase.com, $39

NANO TIME
Who didn’t see this coming? When Apple 
shrank the popular iPod Nano into a square 
barely bigger than a quarter, it took just days 
for the first Nano watchbands to appear. HEX 
offers the silicone strap watch band in a 
variety of colors that’s just the ticket for the 
new clippable music player.

+shophex.com, $29.95

ACOUSTIC AMPLIFICATION
Yes, you can get more sound out of your 
iPhone without hooking it up to a set of 
speakers. Koostik offers natural acoustic 
amplification, thanks to specially designed 
sound chambers and channels that create a 
boost of two to four times the volume when 
an iPhone is placed in its central dock. As 
an added bonus, it’s made from wood, so it’ll 
look nice even when it’s empty.

+ koostik.com, $85-90
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